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EQUINE RESCUE NEWSLETTER 

Avondale Vet Group is a strong supporter 
of Large Animal Rescues which is an 
initiative  continuing on from the British 
Equine Veterinary Association (BEVA)) 
óòSafer Horse Rescues.ò Avondale Vet 
Group along with Glasgow University, 
Wiepers Centre for Equine Welfare are 
establishing a Scottish training Centre 
Avondale Vet Group has 2 equine vets 
trained by Hampshire Fire and Rescue 
Service in large animal rescue techniques. 
This course is so beneficial in so many 
circumstances that we thought that a 
training centre  should be based at 
Glasgow University Vet School, training 
qualified vets, vet students and Fire and 
Rescue personnel. In September 2010 
Ross Syme met with Strathclyde Fire and 
Rescue Area Commander Lawson Elliot, 
Group Commander Jim Morrison, Animal 
Rescue Specialists Ronnie Souden  and 
Jane McCulloch and Vet Patrick Pollock 
from the Weipers Centre to discuss setting 
up a training centre in Scotland. 

We are very grateful to Strathclyde Fire and 
Rescue for their  co-operation and 
commitment to training 3 animal rescue 
specialists initially  to be based in strategic 
isolated rural stations where incidents have 
occurred. Avondale Vet Group donated  
strop guides, strops, heavy limb crooks, 
large animal rescue harnesses, head 
collars, halters, ropes and carry sheets to 
Campbeltown fire station and Maybole fire 
station. 

(picturesï top left  Ross Syme and animal 
rescue specialist Ronnie Souden at 
Campbeltown fire station with rescue 
equipment donated by Avondale Vets. 

Safer Animal Rescue  

For the latest information and fact sheets see our new web 

site at www.avondalevetgroup.com  



Safer Animal Rescue  continued 

Jane McCulloch retained Fire-fighter and animal rescue specialist at Maybole is proudly 
pictured with the equipment donated by Avondale Vet Group below. 
  
Area Commander Lawson Elliot is currently working hard on risk assessments for his fire-
fighters and writing Fire and Rescue policies regarding animal rescues. From  Strathclyde 
Fire and Rescueôs point of view, they wish to be involved in small animal, farm and equine 
incidents.  The severe frost of 2009 and 2010 has meant an increase in potential problems,  
for example, dogs falling through ice when walking on frozen ponds) and members of the 
public not equipped or trained to help in this situation may put their lives at risk. This is a 
massive commitment by the rescue service as animal rescue is not one of their primary 
duties but their willingness to be trained  and assist veterinary surgeons in incidents is very 
much appreciated. 
 
In November 2010, at a meeting  at the Weipers Centre with Strathclyde Police  and 
Strathclyde Fire and Rescue plans were drawn up for additional training for Fire and  
Rescue personnel Strathclyde Fire and Rescue have agreed to release their 3 Animal 
Rescue specialists for  vet and vet student courses starting in the spring 2011. 



Safer Animal Rescue  continued 

The communication between the vet and trained 
fire-fighters at an incident is of paramount 
importance both having trained together to 
understand the duties each is responsible for. A 
vet  trained in rescue techniques will assist  the 
fire service in advising on the rescue technique 
and sedating the animal  as necessary. The 
animal rescue specialists will coordinate the 
rescue with trained colleagues to effect a ósafe 
rescueô for the animal and everyone who is 
involved. This will involve safety officers, incident 
commanders assessing potential dangers for all 
rescuers.  

 

The intention is for every vet practice in Scotland 
who undertakes farm and equine work to have at 
least 1 vet trained in rescue techniques and for 
the  Fire and rescue service to have animal 
rescue specialists in most fire stations. It must be 
pointed out that this process will take many years 
and animal welfare will not be compromised i.e. 
waiting for a vet who is rescue trained to attend 
an incident, the local vet will be in attendance as 
per our professions obligation to provide 
emergency aid to an animal . 

 

Pictures 

Top/Middle Right - vets undergoing training at 
Lyndhurst Fire Station, Hampshire. Hampshire 
Fire and Rescue team demonstrating their 
expertise  with the large animal sling. 

Bottom right  a casualty in a trailer on its side. 

Bottom left demonstration by Hampshire Fire and 
rescue on righting a trailer. 


